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Some missing memorials part 2 

 

The Naylors of Southowram 

There are two missing  memorials to members of this Naylor family. However, we do 

know more about them and even have portraits of John and Mary Naylor. The family 

story will be told in  

The Naylor family of Brookfoot Southworam 

 

The first memorial Arthur Blackburn transcribed said:- 

 

In memory of Mary, wife of John Naylor of Hipperholme 

 who died June 16th 1834 aged 72 years. 

An Israelite indeed. 

Also of the above John Naylor  

who died January 22nd 1859  

 aged 95 years. Southowram. 

The second memorial inscription is dedicated to a granddaughter and her parents. 

From the dates the memorial the  inscription below was on may have been over the 

first plot the family bought. Were the two plots and so memorials together? We will 

probably never know. 

Sacred to the memory of Mary  

the daughter of Samuel and Martha Naylor of Lightcliffe 

 who died April 20th 1816 aged 1 year. 

Of such is the kingdom of heaven 

 

Also of Martha wife of the above Samuel Naylor 

 who died December 23rd 1818 aged 37 years. 

 

In life to copy Thee I’ll strive 

And when I that resign 

O may our dutious child survive 

To lay my bones by thine 

 

Also of the above named Samuel Naylor 

 who died at Otley on the 17th day of February 1867 aged 75 years. 
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The Oates family 

Joseph Oates, a delver from Southowram, married Rebecca Nicholson from 

Hipperholme, on 23rd August 1795. Their son John was baptised at Southowram on 

15th November 1795. There probably was not time to baptise little James Oates before 

he and his mother died in the spring of 1798. 

 

Sacred to the memory of James  

the son of Joseph Oates of Clay Royd in Southowram 

 who died April 3rd 1798 in his infancy. 

Also to Rebecca wife of the above said Joseph Oates 

 who departed this life May 16th in the same year 

 and in the 23rd year of her age. 

Also to the memory of the above said Joseph Oates  

who died May 11th 1803 aged 31 years. 

Also of John Oates son of the above 

 who died March 7th 1869 aged 73 years. 

 

Smith, Collins and Barber 

 The people on the three-named-missing ledger stone were written about in the 

article 

 
The Marsdens of Hove Edge part 1. 

 

In memory of JOHN SMITH 

 of Sutcliffe Wood Bottom  

who departed this life August 20th 1823 

 aged 63 years 

 

Let friends forbear to mourn and weep 

Whilst sweetly in the dust I sleep 

This toilsome world I’ve left behind 

A glorious crown I hope to find 

 

Also of CHARLES COLLINS 

 who died August 20th 1864  

aged 40 years 

 

Also of HENRY BARBER  

who died December 6th 1868  

aged 71 years 
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 Little Frederick Standeven 

He was the 4th child of John William Standeven, a worsted manufacturer, and his wife 

Mary Ann née Cockford. At the time of the little boy’s death the family lived at No 1 

Green Bank, Hipperholme. 

In loving memory of Frederick Clarkson Standeven  

who died 24th July 1888 aged 6 months. 

 

William Sykes, a mason, his wife and a grandson. 

William Sykes was baptised at St. Matthew’s on 28th November 1819, and then in 

Lightcliffe churchyard with one of the missing memorial inscriptions. Being a mason, it 

is tempting to think that this was an elaborate inscription. William was the son of Henry 

Sykes  and his wife Mary. They had a number of children baptised at Lightcliffe, some 

of whom were buried there as their parents eventually were.   Henry, originally from 

Southowram, was a gardener of Harley Head and then a mason. He and his wife were 

recorded as being of German House when they died in 1851 and 1845. 

Their son William Sykes was a journeyman mason when he married Martha Stewart 

on 15th September 1845 in Leeds. She was from Crayke near Easingwold. They had 

four daughters. The second daughter Amelia Ann Sykes married Ezra Schofield.  

Hence a son was named William Ezra Sykes Schofield when he was baptised at St. 

Matthew’s on 28th July 1872. In 1881 this grandson and a younger brother were living 

with their grandmother Martha Sykes in Booth’s Buildings, Lightcliffe whilst the rest of 

the Schofield family were in York. Perhaps he never returned to live with his parents. 

Announcing his death, the Brighouse News 25 August  1899 reported  

SCHOFIELD Aug 12th, aged 27 years, William Ezra 

Sykes Schofield, Harley Head, Brighouse 

He was buried in the churchyard on 15th August 1899. Two years later his maternal 

grandmother joined him on 6th December 1901. 

Sacred to the memory of William Sykes of Lightcliffe 

 who died October 6th 1870 aged 51 years. 

In the midst of life, we are in death. 

Also of William Ezra S Schofield grandson of the above 

 who died August 12th 1899 aged 27 years 

In such an hour as ye think the Son of man cometh 

Also of Martha wife of the above William Sykes  

who died December 4th 1901 aged 87 years 

He giveth His beloved sleep. 
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The Taylor (and Sucksmith) family 

The long memorial, transcribed below, appears to commemorate members of a Taylor 

family but on closer inspection and after some research it is now clear that the last 

three named were all Sucksmiths admittedly Taylor Sucksmiths. It is a complicated 

story which is told in  

The Taylor Sucksmiths 

Basically, the memorial begins with Jonas Taylor, then his young son Fred Taylor 

followed by two young grandchildren who were Sucksmiths and finally his widow. She 

was originally a Sucksmith who first married Jonas Taylor and then John Shoesmith 

(Sucksmith). Confusing, yes! 

 

In memory of Jonas Taylor of Norwood Green  

who departed this life --------------------- 1848 aged 28 years. 

Afflictions sore long time I bore 

Physicians were in vain 

But death did ease when God did please 

And freed me from my pain. 

 

Also of Fred son of the above said and Sara Taylor 

 who departed this life September 29th 1850  

aged 3 years and 2 months. 

Lily Taylor  Born November 12th 1869 

Died November 26th 1869 

 

Also of Fred Taylor who died April 29th 1870  

aged 1 year and 11 months. 

Farewell you little blooming buds 

Just bursting into flower 

We give you up but oh 

The pain of those last parting hours 

We give you up for He who said 

‘Let children come to me’ 

Our children are numbered with the dead 

That they in heaven may be. 

 

In loving memory of Sarah widow of the above Jonas 

 who died August 18th 1905 in the 80th year of her age. 
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Baby William Sutherland Walker 

Arthur Blackburn had trouble reading this memorial inscription for the infant son of 

Evan Charles Sutherland Walker and his wife Alice Sophie née Tudor. Little William 

Sutherland Walker was their first-born. In this landowning Walker family of Crow Nest, 

Lightcliffe the eldest sons were nearly always called William. Another son would be 

given the name William Tudor Sutherland Walker, he lived to adulthood. 

 

 

 

 

 

Baby William’s birth was announced in the Morning Advertiser 20 June 1861  and other 

newspapers. 

 

 

 

 

But then a few weeks later in the Highland Sentinel 10 August 1861 the little boy’s 

death was announced.  He was buried in St. Matthew’s churchyard on 7th August 1861 

but where? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most likely spot is near the tomb of his grandfather George Mackay Sutherland – 

blue rectangle. In an area [ringed] that seems to have been part of a larger area 

reserved for possible future Sutherland Walker burials. No other family members were 

ever buried at Lightcliffe and eventually two of little William’s siblings – but not the son 

baptised  William Tudor Sutherland Walker - gave permission for the area to be used 

for other burials. 
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It is not known whether the memorial inscription that Arthur Blackburn tried to 

transcribe was written on a chest tomb, like his grandfather’s, or on a flat ledger stone. 

Whatever it was appears to have been broken and perhaps partly buried by the time 

the transcription was attempted. Presumably it said something along the lines of 

following 

In memory of William Sutherland Walker 

the infant son of Evan Charles and Alice Sutherland Walker 

perhaps with some dates. 

In time as research is done into more families we may discover more Blackburn-

transcribed-memorial inscriptions which we cannot find. They will then be added to the 

‘missing memorials’ list.  And it is possible, but less likely, that some of these missing 

memorials may be found lurking under the churchyard turf! 

D.M.Barker 

April 2023 


